Proposal to the Office of the Governor of North Carolina 



Governor Cooper 


100% Renewable Energy in Municipalities 
Working Group 


Request for the creation of a Working Group to: 

Make recommendations on how to best enable and support North Carolina municipalities to 
transition to 100% renewable energy in all sectors by 2050. 



Justification 

The Problem 

Global warming, air pollution, and energy insecurity' are three of the most significant problems facing the 
world today, and they are ineluctably intertwined. These three global problems impact North Carolina in 
areas of security, health, agriculture, labor, economic welfare, and human safely and mortality. In the 
United States, the combined value of market and nonmarket damage in these areas increases quadratically 
in global mean temperature, costing rougWy 1.2% of GDP for every +1°C.' We have already experienced a 
1.15°C increase^ and if we do not take measures immediately to address these problems this number will 
continue to rise and reach levels that are catastrophic for North Carolina in all of the areas above. 

The Solution 

A strategy' is needed to convert the current fossil fuel energy infrastnicture of conmmnities across North 
Carolina as quickly as possible to an infrastructure powered by 100% wind, water and sunlight for all 
purposes, namely electricity', transportation, industry, and heating and cooling. Such a strategy is critical in 
resolving these problems to insure the future welfare of North Carohna citizens. 

Challenges 

While the majority' of world govermnents are mobilizing to develop solutions as quickly as possible and are 
investing in renewable energy infrastructure and research, the Tmmp administration has taken major steps 
to ignore diese most devastating problems faced by our nation, and even contributes to worsening them. In 
North Carolina, Duke Energy' continues to push development of fossil fuel infrastructure, proposing $40 
billion in new grid additions, and pipeline and power plant eonstmction over the next decade, costs that 
will be borne by citizens. The Republican legislature is encouraging Duke to follow tliis path, 
simultaneously working to hinder development of renewable irfrastmcture in North Carolina, where 
renewable energy infrastnicture would be a mueh more affordable path than the fossil fuel-rich plan Duke 
Energy proposes. On the order of billions. ^ 

Citizens, business leaders, states and loeal munieipalities around the country' are stepping up to help solve 
tliese problems. Many cities, towns and counties across North Carolina have even signed a resolution 
agreeing to the imperative of pursuing 100% renewable energy in all sectors by 2050."* Polls show that over 
80% of North Carolina citizens support powering all energy entirely by clean and renewable sources.^ 
However, a resolution is not a solution without a feasible action plan to make it happen. And municipalities 
in Nortli Carolina effectively have their hands tied behind their backs from: 1) fear of reprisals, 2) lack of 
legislative authority', 3) a lack of know-how, and 4) a lack of support. 

An Actual Solution 

A bottom-up solution may be our best hope in solving these problems, but it will only be successful if 
communities liave the tools to make it happen. These tools require the support of Nortli Carolina 
government. And while the general assembly in North Carolina holds a majority that is strongly opposed to 
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solving these most urgent problems. Governor Cooper has certain authority tliat can make an enormous 
difference in helping move communities forward m this effort. 


In creating a Working Group to support municipalities in pursuing 100% renewable energj% Governor 
Cooper could: 

1. Encourage local leaders to action, effectively lowering their fear of reprisals from conservative 
NC legislators through his public endorsement of their pursuits. 

2. Bring knowledge of grants, incentives and opportmiities to communities and our state. 

3. Support communities in working together to stmcture incentives for green business development, 
encouraging job growth and keeping money local. 

4. Create tools to support farmers and help them adapt for a warming climate across the state. 

5. Educate local leaders and the public on energy- efficiency strategies. 

The puniose of creating a Working Group is to discover the wide variety of opportunities Governor 
Cooper has available to him to support municipalities and help solve these most significant problems. 

These are just a few examples. 

The Benefits of a Solution 

The primary benefit is helping solve three of the most significant problems facing the world today: global 
warming, air pollution, and energy insecurity. But there are several other important benefits for Nortli 
Carolina: 


• Job creation: Renewables bring jobs in many areas, including innovation in teclmology, 
infrastmcture, and manufacturing. A few recent statistics demonstrate pow'erful employment 
reasons for North Carolina to pursue leadership in this industry: 

o 1 in 50 new jobs added in tlie United States in 2016 were in the solar industry, increasing 
17 times faster than the total US economy.® 
o There was a 25% increase in workers in the solar industiy' in 2016 over 2015.' 
o In the United States, more people were employed in solar power in 2016 than in 

generating electricity through coal, gas and oil energ>^ combined^ At least twice as many 
jobs would be created in North Carolina from developing a renewable ijifrastructure than 
would be by following the plan Duke Energy proposes.® 
o Clean energj' development supported 113,998 annual full-time equivalents (FTEs), 
equivalent to one person working full time for a year, from 2007 - 2016.'° 

• Economics: Money for North Carolina would come through job creation, but also tlu-ough 
encouraging business development in renewable technologies. A bnsiness development plan 
should include identifying opportimities for coimnunities to keep money local and strengthen mral 
finances. 

o Total contribution of renewables to gross state product was $10.9 billion between 2007 
and 2016." 
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o Revenues generated by clean energy actmties in 2016 alone totaled $6.4 bilUon.'^ 

• Bipartisan Support Across the State: 

o Over 80% of North Carolina citizens support powering all energy tlirough renewables. 
o The benefits of renewable energy for jobs and economic development in mral 

communities, which are largely conservative, is a platform for common ground and an 
opportunity to be a champion of the people in these locations, 
o A strategy supporting a transition to 100% renewable energy in North Carolina is positive 
for every legislative district. As North Carolina produces no fossil fuel, no community is 
economically hindered by a transition to a 100% renewable energ3' sources, and as 
renewable energy is more dispersed, every county lias an opportunity to gain from this 
trairsition. Renewable energy is an issue that can unite rural and urban voters alike and is 
dierefore worthy of the Governor to study how tliis economic opportmiity^ can be brought 
to fruition in every legislative district. 


Goals 

The goals of the 100% Renewable Energy in Municipalities Working Group would include the following 
examples: 

• Identify opportunities available to Governor Cooper, tlmough Ms own powers of authority, to 
support mumcipahties. 

• Reconunend policies, or roadblocks of existing policies, that could be written or changed to 
support mumcipahties. 

• Identify opportunities for renewable energy' investment in the state. 

• Review existing plans for pursuing 100% renewable energy and make recoimnendations. 

• Develop a plan to educate municipalities and their coimnumties on energy efficiency and 
renewable energy opportunities. 

• Work with municipal leaders to identify roadblocks and challenges faced in moving to 100% 
renewable energy and develop recommendations to address them. 

• Provide recommendations for further opportunities and areas of study for the state to pursue tliat 
fall outside the scope of this working group but still serve to solve the larger problems identified in 
this proposal. 

Timeline 

The Working Group would first work to develop a fonnal set of goals and a timeline to be presented to 
Governor Cooper for approval. A final report of findings and recommendations would be presented to 
Governor Cooper witMn one year of Ms Executive Order to form tMs Working Group. Ideally, tins report 
would be presented before tlie 2018 election. 

Working Group Members 

The 100% Renewable Energy Working Group should include individuals from a variety of backgrounds 
across North Carolina. Ideally, tMs group would consist of approximately 20 members. Suggested members 
include the following: 

NC Staff 
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Jeremjf Tarr 


Renewable Energy^ 

Whitney Beers-Sclunidt 
Nancy LaPlaca 

Robin Aldina, NC Sustainable Energy Association 

Municipal Utilities 
Representative tbd 

Municipal Government 

Diana Hales, Chatham County Commissioner 

Energy Policy 

Donald Addu, Citizens Climate Lobby 
Jennifer Weiss, Nicholas Institute 

Education & Conmmnications Framework 
Susan Hassol, Climate Communications 
Amanda Robertson 

Finance 

Enviromnental Finance Center 
Public 

Marvin Winstead 
Karen Bearden 

Organizations 
Office of Tribal Affairs 
Electric Cooperatives 
NCWARN 

UNC / Higher Education 
Community' Colleges 
NC Justice Centers 





